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From University friends to a 
sponsorship partner, the CEO and 
managing director of Sentrim Hotels 
& Lodges, Paren Hirani, reflects with 
pride on his long-lasting friendship 
with United Autosports driver Darren 
Leung.

Sentrim Hotels & Lodges, based in 
Kenya, offers a range of five different 
holiday destinations with the guarantee 
of 5-star service and exciting new 
sights. From Safari to resorts to 
Business hotels, Sentrim cater to 
a wide variety of customers with a 
uniquely welcoming approach. 

The Sentrim business has been in 
the hands of Hirani since COVID-19, 
where, after his extensive career at the 
bottom of the food chain, he took on 

the opportunity to lead Sentrim to a 
brighter future. From kitchen porter to 
chef to waiter, Hirani has experienced 
it all within the hotel industry. These 
humble beginnings have shifted 
his focus as a CEO towards the 
preservation of sustainable practices 
and using any opportunity to give back 
to his local community.

Hirani and Leung’s friendship dates 
back to Freshers Week. Now the pair 
have developed both personally and 
professionally in their own right. 

Leung made his motorsport debut in 
2021 at 36 years old in the rookie class 
of Ginetta GT, where he would go on to 
secure 10 podium finishes and clinch 
second in his first championship. Upon 
this incredible achievement, Hirani 

said, “When he came to me with the 
idea of racing, I told him that you don’t 
just wake up one day and decide to be 
a racing driver, but he has and we’re 
incredibly proud of him.”

Hirani has a motorsport history 
himself, with experiences racing in 
Rally, motocross and karting, in which 
he used his expertise as advice for 
aspiring racer, Leung. This, combined 
with a simple pride in his friend, led 
Sentrim Hotels & Lodges towards 
sponsoring Leung for the 2025 FIA 
World Endurance Championship.

Upon reflection of his friend’s career, 
Hirani said with a grin, “Seeing him 
in this league, how he’s grown and 
matured has just given us massive 
pride and to see that he’s never lost 
his heart and remained humble is 
characteristic of the man I know.”

Sentrim Hotels & Lodges provides 
a new, forward-thinking method of 
operating, with a focus on sustainability. 
Hirani said, “Sustainability is not just 
a word for us, and it’s not just the 
product; it’s the way we think.” Across 
the five properties under Sentrim’s 
management, all of them, including their 
city properties, run on solar power… A 
feat that is unheard of in Africa. 

Alongside its sustainability mission, 
Sentrim expresses its focus on the 
local community. From giving Kenyan 
natives exposure to new opportunities, 
to purchasing locally sourced 
materials…Sentrim is wholeheartedly 
Kenyan, with its nation at the forefront 
of its drive to succeed. Hirani said, “I’m 
as Kenyan as they can be and with 
this opportunity to partner with United 
Autosports, it not only gives Sentrim 
brand recognition, but it puts Kenya on 
the map.”

The future for Sentrim Hotels & Lodges 
looks exceedingly bright. Under the 
direction of Hirani, not only has the 
brand ethos changed, but so has the 
rate of growth. As the company look 
towards new projects, including the 
creation of a beach hotel, more and 
more prominent European companies 
are looking to partner with them, Hirani 
said, “It feels good to know that you’re 
hitting some of the standards for these 
big companies to consider.”

Hirani has driven Sentrim hotels into a 
new era of growth, sustainability and 
all with an infectious humility. In his first 
year of attending the iconic 24 Hours 
of Le Mans, he will see the Sentrim 
Hotels & Lodges logo etched onto the 
papaya of the #95 car as long-term 
friend Leung, attempts to drive them 
both to victory.

When he came to 
me with the idea of 
racing, I told him that 
you don’t just wake 
up one day and 
decide to be a racing 
driver, but he has 
and we’re incredibly 
proud of him.

From Safari to Circuit

Paren Hirani (left)


